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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE POLITICAL CRISIS 

1. AS THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE IT IS WIDELY BELIEVED 

IN POLITICAL CIRCLES THAT RUMOR GOVERNMENT WILL LIKELY HAVE 
A CRISIS IN OCTOBER. THE AMBASSADOR SAW DEFENSE MINISTER 
ANDREOTTI ON SEPTEMBER 7 AND IN THE COURSE OF CONVERSATION 
ANDREOTTI INDICATED THAT POSSIBLY THERE MIGHT NOT RPEAT NOT 
BE A GOVERNMENT CRISIS THIS FALL. HE HAS RECIVED INDICATIONS 
THAT DC PARTY SECRETARY FANFANI MAY BE WILLING TO ACCEPT THE 
PRIME MINISTERSHIP SOMETIME AFTER THE FIRST OF THE YEAR AND 
THEREFORE IS NOT INTERESTED IN SEEING A CRISIS IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE. 

2. ACCORDING TO ANDREOTTI, FANFANI'S REASONING IS BASED 

ON A DESIRE TO GET OUT OF HIS KEY POLITICAL JOB BEOFRE THE LOCAL 
ELECTIONS SCHEDULED IN THE SPRING OF 1975. IN THIS 
CONNECTION FANFANI BELIEVES HE COULD NOT STAND ANOTHER FAILURE 
COMING AFTER THE REFERENDUM AND SARDINIAN DEBACLE. IN ADDITION 
FANFANI REPORTEDLY DOES NOT BELIEVE ANOTHER GOVERNMENT 
CRISIS NOW WOULD BE HELPFUL TO ITALY'S IMAGE IN THE WORLD'S 
FINANCIAL MARKETS. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 ROME 12311 091520Z 

3. BASED ON THE ABOVE ANDREOTTI CONCLUDES THAT THE 
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RUMOR GOVERNMENT MAY BE GIVEN A LEASE ON LIFE THROUGH THE 
END OF THE YEAR IF THERE IS NO SERIOUS DECLINE IN ECONOMIC 
ACTIVITY IN THE MEANTIME. VOLPE 
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